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98-427

November 6, 1998

For Immediate Release:
EIU TO FACILITATE PANEL ON DATING VIOLENCE
CHARLESTON -- How does a person know whether or not he/she is in an abusive
dating relationship? And what steps should they take to get out of one?
Eastern Illinois University's Women's Advocacy Council, along with Eastern's
Counseling Center, will sponsor a panel discussion titled "Dating Violence" at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 12, in the Buzzard Auditorium. The event is free and open to the public.
The Women's Advocacy Council thought that "dating violence" would be a good
topic partly because of the death of Andrea Will, an Eastern student who was killed -allegedly by her boyfriend -- last spring, and because violent dating behavior is more
common than some might think.
"Abuse can be dangerous and can lead to the death of a person. I think that by
educating students, we can prevent injuries and death. We can also encourage abusers
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and victims to get help," said Karola Alford, an EIU counselor and panel facilitator.
Members of the panel will talk about abuse or violence, focusing on various types
of abusive behavior such as mental abuse, which can range from name-calling and putdowns, to physical abuse which includes shoving and hitting.
Janet Cosbey of Eastern's sociology department will deliver a presentation on why
dating violence occurs and will focus on the sociological factors of abuse. Psychology
professor Genie Lenihan will talk about the psychological effects of dating abuse.
Jim Walters, abuser treatment coordinator for the Coalition Against Domestic
Violence, will discuss abusers and the kind of treatment they need, while Bonnie Buckley,
executive director of the Sexual Assault Counseling and Information Service, will talk about
victims of abuse and how they can get help.
Finally, Alford will discuss the various kinds of treatment available for victims and
present statistics on dating violence. The evening will conclude with panel members
discussing some of the warning signs and behaviors that could lead to abuse and how to
end an abusive relationship.
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